Word of Mouth Expectations:
Dana Brandwein, choral director
www.mamschorus.weebly.com
Word of Mouth is Merrick Avenue Middle School’s select vocal ensemble.  Entrance into the group is via a rigorous audition process.  Students who are selected to participate in the group must be extremely committed.
Attendance:
Rehearsals 
Rehearsals are usually held every Thursday with a 3:00 or 3:10 start time and end time of 5:10.  Start times will be announced weekly.  Occasional extra rehearsals are added as needed.  Any change in rehearsal date and/or time is announced well in advance.  Attendance at rehearsals and performances is imperative and required.  Because of the small amount of rehearsal time per week, each member is expected to prioritize these rehearsals.  The group is a team, much like a sports team, as the group’s success is dependent upon each individual’s dedication to the group.  
If you have to miss a rehearsal, a note from your parents must be submitted at least 2 days in advance or as soon as you are aware that you will be absent..  This way, I can plan a rehearsal accordingly if I know in advance who will not be there.  When I am informed last minute, it makes things more difficult and that is not fair to me or your fellow group members.  It must be a legitimate reason to be excused from the rehearsal.  Acceptable excuses are:
· Absence from school due to sickness or death in family
· Confirmation or other religious obligations
· A school team sports game that you are playing in (NOT SPORTS TEAM PRACTICE)
*Any other requests for absences from a rehearsal are subject to the approval of the director.  In other words, other types of absences may not necessarily be approved and would count as an unexcused absence.  Please email the director at least 2 days in advance of a rehearsal to discuss.  Emergencies are handled on a case by case basis.  
Note: Please do not schedule regular doctor/dental appointments on rehearsal days.  
We meet 1x a week so schedule other stuff around rehearsals.
Performances 
Performances occur through-out the year and attendance at them is also mandatory.  You will receive a list of some of the already scheduled performances, but many performances pop up through-out the year.  ALL PERFORMANCES ARE MANDATORY.  Any absences from a performance will be handled on a case by case basis.  
Graduation ceremonies
The final performance of the year is graduation ceremonies.  We perform at all of the ceremonies and if you make the group, you are committed to being at all.  You must also attend the final rehearsal prior to the ceremonies or you may not be allowed to perform at moving up day.
Sports Teams:
If you decide to join a sports team, it may affect your membership in the group.  You may not miss a rehearsal for a practice, even if you do not have enough practices in to play in a game.  We meet once a week whereas sports meet multiple times a week.  The group is greatly affected in sound when one person is missing.  You are excused from rehearsal for most games.  But we must have the entire “team” (group) before the big “game” (performance).  Therefore, even if you have a game on a rehearsal before a performance, you must be in attendance for at least part of the rehearsal!!!  If you decide to try out for a sports team, you must inform the coach of your prior commitment to WoM so they are on the same page as us.    
Grounds for Dismissal from Group:
· If, at any time, you have missed too many rehearsals or performances, EVEN WITH VALID EXCUSES, you may be dismissed from the group. Again, be wary of joining sports teams, as too many absences for things like games on rehearsals/performance days may inevitably lead to your being asked to leave the group.   
· Unexcused absence from a rehearsal or a performance
· If you are sick and I receive no phone call or email prior to a rehearsal or a gig, I will count that as an unexcused absence.  Don’t assume that just because you’ve been absent a few days that I will automatically assume you will not be showing up.  I deserve a phone call or email so I’m not left wondering and worrying about you.  
· If you don’t inform me at all that you will not be attending rehearsal or a performance, you are considered to be cutting and you will receive a consequence: be barred from the next upcoming gig or possible dismissal from the group.) 
· The only exception to this rule is for emergencies only. Should an emergency occur, you must let me know as soon feasible.  For example, if you go home sick, it is your responsibility to have someone call or email me immediately informing me that you left school early due to illness or other emergency.  Having a friend tell me you can’t make rehearsal or performance is the equivalent of you not telling me at all and will count as an unexcused absence.  It is YOUR responsibility.  
PLEASE NOTE- If you can make it through the end of 9th period, you can make it through WoM. 
· Poor behavior/attitude/effort.  
· Unprepared for rehearsals  




In other words, if you are consistently coming to rehearsal without your 


music and/or a pencil, you will be dismissed from the group.   
· Not practicing


Because we only meet once a week, it is imperative that you practice at 


home and remember what you learned at each rehearsal.    
· Consistent tardiness or leaving early (Make sure you are done with extra help in time for the start of rehearsal.  Rehearsal starts at 3:00 unless otherwise noted!!!!)


2-3 unexcused tardies to rehearsal may result in your dismissal from the group.
· If you have 2 unexcused absences (either rehearsals or performances or both), there are no more warnings.  You will be out of the group.
There are a large number of kids who audition for this group.  There is a great deal of talent in this school so DEDICATION AND COMMITMENT IS THE KEY to membership in Word of Mouth. 
 I WILL HOLD YOU TO THIS CONTRACT SO MAKE SURE YOU CAN UPHOLD THE COMMITMENT BEFORE YOU SIGN.  
I, _____________________________________, have read the Merrick Avenue Middle 
School Word of Mouth Contract and understand what the requirements are for my successful year in the group.  I am committed to these expectations and responsibilities and look forward to being a productive and enthusiastic member of the Merrick Avenue Middle School select vocal group, should I pass the audition process and make it into the group.  
_______________________________________
Student Signature
Should my child be selected to participate in Word of Mouth, I confirm my 
son/daughter’s full commitment to the group as outlined in this contract.  I have also read 
and understand the requirements for performances and rehearsals and will do my role as a 
parent to uphold this contract.
_______________________________________
Parent Guardian Signature and email address
