Merrick Avenue Middle School 8th Grade
Choral Music Handbook
Mrs. Brandwein, choral music director
www.mamschorus.weebly.com
TO SIGN UP FOR CHORUS REMIND 101 TEXTS:
THIS IS MY MAIN FORM OF COMMUNICATION WITH YOU. 
 IT IS ABSOLUTELY MANDATORY THAT YOU SIGN UP!!!!
Students text @chorus-7th to 81010
Parent/guardians text @guardian7 to 81010 (optional for parents)
♫♫  ♫♫  ♫♫  ♫♫  ♫♫  ♫♫
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Choral Music Program Outcomes
Students will: 
· create music

· develop music literacy, learn to read basic music elements (rhythm, pitch, expressive controls like dynamics, style, phrasing, and articulation), and understand musical terminology.

· form values and attitudes about music through interactions and listening to music 

· sing together in the ensemble and understand the differences between ensemble and solo singing, while developing their individual vocal technique and performance skills.  

· develop aural skills, which is a crucial part of being an independent musician.

· Students attend and participate in music performances.

· Students practice outside of music class and develop independence as a musician.

Student Responsibilities
Students are expected to:
· Attend all performances
· Be punctual
· Come to class prepared.
*Supplies: folder with paper, pencil, and your music/hand-outs
· Keep all music in your chorus folder labelled with your name, grade, and period
· Mark music with pencil 
· Sit in seats or stand with proper posture to facilitate breathing when singing
· Listen attentively 
· Always raise your hand and wait to be called upon
· Not talk when the teacher is talking
*Be respectful and considerate, especially when other voice parts are being rehearsed 
· Not chew gum
· Be actively engaged in physical activities, rehearsal, and class discussions
· Sing, listen, and participate with attention, maximum effort, and concentration
· Attempt with a positive attitude all the director requests
· Practice and record yourself singing at home
*Practice is very important in becoming a better singer.  We must learn to feel how to sing correctly.  
· Hand in assignments
· Look and act professional at all performances
· Engage in proper online etiquette during any remote learning days

· On a remote day, mute yourself as you join the meeting and silence cell phone; video must be turned on
· Use a chromebook, laptop, or desktop on a remote day (phones and tablets do not provide full functionality on zoom or google meets)
· Sign up for Remind texts (THIS IS REQUIRED): (see cover page for codes)
· Smile and have fun!!!
Supplies, Handouts, Online Access
· Folder with paper, PENCIL, highlighter, your chromebook on occasion

· All handouts will be provided on the mamschorus website and/or google classroom. THE WEBSITE PASSWORD IS: MAMSChorusMusic
· Free online tools/ programs you might be interested in: kami, a scanning app like camscanner
· You will also be required to sign up for Remind texts, Google Classroom, and Flipgrid (download app to your phone).  Codes are on my website homepage.  

Concert Attire 
(more details to come at a later date)
Proper FORMAL attire is required to perform.  If attire is inappropriate, the student’s concert grade will be negatively impacted.  DRESS UP FOR THE PERFORMANCE!!!
Black formal/dress pants or skirt that falls at or below the knee, black formal/dress shirt (no tank tops), black formal/dress shoes (no Ugg/winter/rain boots, flip flops, or sneakers)
Grading Policies and Assessment
QUARTERS 1 & 3 
Choral Classwork: 50 %
This is what I like to call rehearsal engagement and skills and includes:
· effort, attitude, classroom/online decorum, enthusiasm, vocal technique, posture, on task for instruction and announcements

Musical/Performance Assessment: 20 %

Singing assessment may be on any of the following: class repertoire, sight-singing exercises, or vocal warm-ups 
· There will be 1 per quarter 

Sectionals: 15 %
There will be 2-3 small group lesson rotation/flipgrids per marking period.
· see below for more information

Flex points: 15%
These can be anything!  It may be a test, an edPuzzle, in class worksheets, or what I’d like to call MAMS PRIDE points (points for going above and beyond).
 

QUARTERS 2 & 4 
Concert: 30 percent
Performance: 20 percent 
Combined rehearsals: 10 percent
Choral Classwork: 50 %
· effort, attitude, classroom/online decorum, enthusiasm, vocal technique, posture, on task for instruction and announcements

Musical/Performance Assessment: 20 %

Singing assessment may be on any of the following: class repertoire, sight-singing exercises, or vocal warm-ups 
· There will be 1 per quarter 

Sectionals: 15 %
There will be 2-3 small group lesson rotations/flipgrids per marking period.
· see below for more information

Flex points: 15%
These can be anything!  It may be a test, an edPuzzle, in class worksheets, or what I’d like to call MAMS PRIDE points (points for going above and beyond).
Sectionals
A sectional rehearsal is comprised of all the members of your specific section from each class.  For example, one sectional would be devoted to working with ALL 8th grade chorus sopranos, no matter what period of chorus you are in during the day.  The purpose of a sectional is to identify technically challenging areas of the music, make corrections and confirmations as to student accuracy, and understanding of the material.  This can be achieved by a much greater degree because of the homogeneous vocal groupings.  It also allows for more individual attention.  
Sectionals will occur during your lunch period.  There will be 2-3  per quarter, depending on the quarter.  In any quarter, you may have a flipgrid assignment that will count as a sectional as well.   Appropriate choral conduct and etiquette is expected at sectionals, just like regular rehearsals.  If you do not attend a sectional or do the flipgrid, it will result in a 0 for that sectional grade.  However, if the absence is excused (i.e. absence from school), you can do a make-up sectional.  
Bonus Points
Students have the opportunity to earn extra credit towards their grade.  The following is a list of possible ways to earn extra credit:
· attending any extra after school or lunchtime rehearsals 
· NYSSMA participation
Grade Penalties
1.  Failure to attend combined rehearsals.  
*This can lead to not being permitted to performing in the concert.
2.  Improper behavior during regular classroom rehearsals or combined rehearsals.

*This can lead to not being permitted to performing in the concert.
3.  Unprepared for rehearsal or concert.

*This includes no pencil, folder/music, etc.  You get one free unprepared per quarter.  After that, each unprepared will result in a point deduction from your quarterly average.  
4.  Failure to hand in assignments, performance contracts, etc.
5.  Chewing gum in class. 
6.  Being late to class
Bellmore-Merrick CHSD Policy on Concert Attendance
All students enrolled in performance ensembles in the Bellmore-Merrick Central High School District are required to participate in scheduled concerts during the school year.  These performances act as the summative assessments of materials learned, rehearsed, and polished during class.  Each major concert reflects a semester’s worth of work by the students.  The individual contributions of all students to the ensemble are paramount to the success of these performances.
The District recognizes that under extreme circumstances, unforeseen absences from these concerts may occur.  When a legitimate, unanticipated absence due to illness or family emergency occurs, the student may make up the concert performance by completing an alternate assessment to be determined by the Director.  A written explanation of all excused absences must be provided to the Director prior to the start of the concert, or if that’s not possible due to uncontrollable circumstances, within 48 hours following the concert if an alternate assessment is to be given.  PLEASE NOTE: Attendance at extra-curricular activities both for the school and of a personal nature DOES NOT qualify as an excused absence.  As such, no alternate assessment will be provided and the student’s quarterly grade will be negatively impacted.  
A list of concert dates was handed out in the chorus class contract but concert dates are on the school calendar. 
1. As you can see from the BMCHSD concert attendance policy, there are rare exceptions when an absence from a public performance will be considered excused.  An absence will only be excused if the student has a serious illness, a family emergency, or a legitimate commitment was made prior to being given the school calendar concert dates.  In the latter case, a written request to excuse the student should be submitted BY THE PARENT OR GUARDIAN to me the moment you receive the performance dates and is subject to approval.    
2. Emergencies on the day of a performance will be handled on a case by case basis.  

Should an emergency arise the day of the concert, you MUST notify me prior to the start of the concert or if that’s not possible due to uncontrollable circumstances, within 48 hours, as per the BMCHSD concert attendance policy above.  You can call the music department phone at 516-992-1240 and leave a message on the voicemail or email me directly.  In the message or email, please state who the child is and the reason why they will not be/were not in attendance at the concert that evening.  Student must also take responsibility and reach out to me via email, or immediately upon their return to school, regarding their absence for it to be considered excused for a make-up.  
0. Students who miss the concert without a valid reason, will not be allowed to do a make-up.  

To sign this form, you must go into your chorus google classroom, click on the Handbook and Contract topic, and then open the “sign the chorus handbook” assignment.  Then click on the signature page link where you will be able to fill out a simple google signature form.  OR you may print this out and hand it in.

I, _____________________________________, have read the Merrick Avenue Middle 
School Choral Music Manual and understand what the requirements are for my successful year in chorus.  I am committed to these expectations and responsibilities and look forward to being a productive and enthusiastic member of the Merrick Avenue Middle School choral music program, and I will sign up for all Remind texts. 
_______________________________________
Student Signature
I confirm my child’s full commitment to the Merrick Avenue choral program as 
outlined in this handbook.  I have also read and understand the requirements for 
performances and rehearsals, concert attire, and grading. 
_______________________________________
Parent Guardian Signature
_________________________________________________________
Parent Guardian(s) email address(es)
MAMS choral program website:  www.mamschorus.weebly.com
